Collier’s Wood and Moorgreen
OS Map – Explorer 260
Walk length – 3.10 miles
Stiles and narrow gates – 12
Terrain – Mostly good paths, some can get
muddy. Some inclines.
Parking – Collier’s Wood. Just off Engine
Lane, from the B600 Nuthall to Underwood
road (grid ref - SK481481).

This walk represents a pleasant stroll
through the rolling Nottinghamshire
countryside. The walk takes in the
country park at Collier’s Wood, a short
section through the village of Underwood
and the farms and fields around the
parish of Greasley.
Start – Head through the large kissing gate at the far end of the car park and head up the hill to your left - you can either
walk the long way round the pond, or cut up past the small auditorium. At the top of the hill turn right, and follow a long
path out of the nature reserve and past the industrial units.
A - Collier’s Wood – This is the site of Moorgreen
Colliery - pit heads were located where the industrial
park is today. The colliery, which was worked from 1865
until 1985, has appeared in many of DH Lawrence’s
writings though usuallu under a different. In Women in
Love Lawrence describes in detail the modernisation of
the local pits (especially Moorgreen) and the strikes of
the early 1900s, while in Sons and Lovers Moorgreen
becomes Mintons Colliery. Moorgreen Colliery also
holds the dubious distinction of hosting Margaret
Thatcher’s first trip down a mineshaft. Scripts of an
interview with local news give a taste of things to come
as she constants avoids the question ‘will you be a
champion for the miners in the House of Commons’. We
all know what the answer to that proved to be…
Point 1 – Turn left when you get to the housing estate and walk up the path leading behind the houses. Although very
narrow now, this path marks the line of one of the old pit railways. Follow this path until you see a metal kissing gate in
the hedgerow on your left.
Point 2 – You will now be in a field – keep dogs on leads here as this is used for cattle grazing. Head diagonally up the
field to the top left hand corner and another kissing gate. Here a path cuts past the cow sheds and brings you to the Ram
Inn, via two stiles.
The Ram Inn – The Ram Inn features in several Lawrence novels, but not the current building. The original Ram Inn
was just over the road in one of the white cottages. All the sources state is the white cottage, so you’ll have to take a
guess as to which of the three you think it was!
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Point 3 – Turn left at the Ram Inn and follow the road (Beauvale - which becomes Moorgreen) as it bends right and then
left. As the road is curving left, look out for a footpath sign on your right. Follow this into the fields. Head down this path,
straight across the field to a stile in the hedgerow. Once over this continue in the same direction, keeping the hedgerow to
your right. At the end of this field you will come to a choice of paths.
Point 4 – Take the stile over into a new field and turn left. Head towards the church on the hill directly in front of you.
Cross the stile into another field, and keep heading towards the church. You will come to a gate, which leads into a narrow
path leading into the church yard.
St Mary’s Church – Though there has likely been a
church on this site since medieval times, the current
church dates from 148 – though it has undergone
several renovations and additions. The roof of the
tower had a symbol painted on during World War II to
help planes navigate their way back to nearby
Hucknall Airfield. Significant memorials and graves at
Greasley Church include – Benjamin Drawater (ship
doctor for Captain Cook), Peniston Lamb (father of
William Lamb, Prime Minister in the 1830s).
Point 5 – Follow the signs which direct you towards the
footpath back towards Moorgreen village. You will cross
one stile into a field, follow keep to the edge of this and
you will come to another stile taking you into a farm yard
(this is a public footpath). Follow the path up through the
yard until you reach Moorgreen again.
Moorgreen – Moorgreen is a small Y shaped village, running along Moorgreen and Church Road. In effect now it is a
part of Eastwood, but don’t tell the locals that. The village again features in many of DH Lawrence’s writings.
Point 6 – Cross the road here and turn left. After only a few meters you will see a farm track on the right. There is a
footpath sign, but it can be obscured. Go through the narrow gap next to the gate and walk down the track. This lane is
known as Deadmans Lane – it used to be part of the coffin procession route from Brinsley to St Marys church when
Brinsley was still part of Greasley Parish. When the teack widens into a field turn left and head to the gap in the hedge.
Now follow the path down the side of this field (the hedge should be on your right) until you reach a stile. There are good
views over the countryside and Eastwood town – including St Mary’s Church in the distance.
Point 7 – The stile brings you back to the path through Collier’s Wood. Turn right and head back into the reserve. When
you reach the junction carry straight on, and then follow the path as it bends left to take you back to the car park, past one
of the old colliery coal-wagons and wheels.
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