The Erewash Valley
§ Distance – 3.5 miles (5.5km)
§ Parking – on Newmanley’s
Road, or by Shipley Lock.
§ Map – Explorer 260 (start at
Grid Ref - )
§ Terrain – flat, mostly shale tow
This first walk from Notts and
Derby Walks crosses between
two canals with two different. The
Erewash Canal still thrives today,
navigable from the Erewash
Junction at Langley Mill right
down to Trent Lock, connecting
to the wider UK canal network.
The Nottingham Canal however is
a fine example of a waterway left
to be reclaimed by the landscape - in some stretches it is almost
impossible to spot the old course. Where it does survive it exists as a
series of elongated ponds, and ghostly snakes of wetland vegetation,
attracting a large variety of wildlife.
Start - From the small car-park on Newmanleys Road take the footpath into
the Nottingham Canal Nature Reserve. If there isn’t any room to park on
Newmanleys Road, follow the road on and over the Erewash Canal. There is
parking available here. Start the route instead at Point 4.
Point 1 - When you get to the small wooden bridge turn right, and follow the
line of the canal until it meets a narrow, tarmac road.
A. The Nottingham Canal. Since being abandoned in1937, the lack of
maintenance to the Nottingham Canal’s water sources has resulted in it
becoming a disjointed series of elongated ponds. The line of the canal will
probably at this point be most evident by the line of bulrushes. The canal
was built to carry coal and other goods from Eastwood into Nottingham,
and also linked to the Erewash and Cromford Canals at Langley Mill
Junction.
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Point 2 - When you reach the tarmac road, turn left,
and walk down to the Erewash Canal.
B. The Erewash Canal. In stark contrast to the
Nottingham Canal, the Erewash Canal is obvious
still maintained and navigable, though only lightly
used by boats. It was finished in 1779, connecting
the Nottingham and Cromford Canals to the River
Trent at Trent Lock.

The Nottingham Canal

Point 3 - Turn left and continue down the footpath,
crossing the canal at Eastwood Lock.

C. Eastwood Lock. Eastwood Colliery was sunk in the fields by the lock,
between the two canals. Coal was loaded here onto barges on the canal.
Two embankments still exist, marking the line of the old railway branches
connecting the colliery to the Erewash Valley and Great Northern Railways
- there is a footpath along the top of the embankment on the right, leading
up towards Shipley, where another colliery once stood. Just after Eastwood
Lock there are stonework stumps, which are all that remains of the railway
bridge which once crossed the canal to connect to the colliery. Eastwood
Colliery closed in 1884.
Point 4 - Follow the towpath, crossing
the River Erewash, passing Shipley
Lock and continue to the Bridge Inn,
about a mile and a half down the
canal from where you joined the
towpath.
D. Shipley Lock. A loading dock
here enabled transportation of
coal from the Shipley Collieries –
at the top of the other side of the
valley to the right.
This walk can be lengthened by
The Bridge Inn – Turn left here!
carrying on past the Bridge Inn.
Simply turn left at any of the footpaths leading from the canal and you will
eventually come up to the Nottingham Canal again, where you turn left again
and follow back. See OS Explorer Map 260 for more information.
The text in this walk and pictures are copyright of Chris Page, 2010. Please feel free to
share the walk, but not for commercial use or profit please. For more walk routes in
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire visit www.nottsandderbywalks.wordpress.com

Point 5 - When you reach the Bridge Inn pub, turn left to head down a narrow
footpath which bears left and then right, under the train lines.
Point 6 - After the railway bridge you can use a stile on the left hand side to
use a path running over fields and more closely to the side of the river.
However this route can be very overgrown and/or be very soggy under foot.
E. The River Erewash. This sleepy little river has considerable claim to
fame for its size, after featuring in several of DH Lawrence’s writings. It
runs from its source near to Kirkby-in-Ashfield to where it meets the River
Trent. The name ‘Erewash’ seems to come from Old English meaning ‘a
wandering rivers which flood and drains with ease’ – though the exact
translations are disputed.
F. Bennerley Viaduct - After crossing the River Erewash, you should be
able to get a glimpse of the viaduct on your right-hand side
Point 7 - After the river the path you are on
will fork - take the left hand route, which will
lead you onto a wider bridleway, leading
towards Eastwood. This will bear right,
before coming to a junction of two paths.

Views over the Erewash Valley
from the Nottingham Canal

Point 8 - At this junction take
the left hand route, which will
lead you alongside more fields,
with views over the valley
towards Shipley in the distance.

G. The Nottingham Canal. You are
now walking by the Nottingham Canal
again – but you would hardly notice it!
The course can be made out in places
as a slight rise or fall in the fields to
your right. An information board at the
end of this stretch shows where the
canal originally flew. The canal was
originally fed by the River Erewash,
and Moorgreen Reservoir to the north,
but after being abandoned the points
where these replenished the canal
silted and fell into disrepair – resulting
in the patchwork of canal sections you
can see today.

Point 9 - This bridleway will
bring you to a gate/stile and
back to Newmanley Road.
Cross to the footpath opposite (just a touch to the left), which will bring you
back to the bridge over the Nottingham Canal by where you started out.
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